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Trump 
belittles 
‘low level’ 
aide who 
lied to FBI 


BY PETER BAKER 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday tried to diminish the 
significance of a former for- 
eign policy adviser, who ad- 
mitted to lying to the FBI 
about how, during last year’s 
presidential campaign, he 
sought to meet with Russians 
offering “dirt” on Hillary Clin- 
ton based on purloined emails. 

In his first comment on this 
aspect of the case being devel- 
oped by the special counsel 
investigation, Trump did not 
deny that the foreign policy 
adviser, George Papadopoulos, 
worked to collaborate with 
Russia. He simply brushed off 
his significance and focused 
on the fact that Papadopoulos 
pleaded guilty to lying to the 
FBI to cover up the contacts 
with Russia. 

“Few people knew the 
young, low level volunteer 
named George, who has al- 
ready proven to be a liar,” 
Trump wrote on Twitter. 

As for the indictment of his 
former campaign chairman, 
Paul Manafort, the president 
repeated that the crimes al- 
leged took place outside the 
context of the election contest. 

“The Fake News is working 
overtime,” he wrote. “As Paul 
Manaforts lawyer said, there 
was ‘no collusion’ and events 
mentioned took place long 
before he came to the cam- 
paign.” 

Manafort and his deputy, 
Rick Gates, were charged in a 


SEE TRUMP, 13A 


(>) MORE INSIDE 


Facebook, Twitter and Google defend 
security measures against Russia. BA 
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DODGERS WIN, 
EXTEND SERIES 


The Dodgers come from 
behind for a 3-1 win over 
the Astros and force a 
Game 7 today in Los 
Angeles. 1C 
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SONOMA COUNTY 
FIRE COSTS SOAR 


The Tubbs Fire caused 
just under $2.8 billion in 
losses, making it one of 
the two costliest blazes in 
California history. NA 


Truck on NY bike path kills 
at least 8 in ‘act of terror’ 
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Bicycles and debris littered a bike path, above, after a truck driver from Uzbekistan drove onto the route near the World Trade Center 


memorial, striking and killing several people Tuesday. Bystanders embrace, below right, after the rampage. 


Driver shot after he targeted children’s school bus 


BY BENJAMIN MUELLER, WILLIAM 
K. RASHBAUM AND AL BAKER 


New York Times 


NEW YORK 
driver plowed a pick- 
up truck down a 
crowded bike path 
along the Hudson 
River in Manhattan on Tuesday, 
killing eight people and injuring 
11 before being shot by a police 
officer in what officials are 
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calling the deadliest terrorist 
attack in New York City since 
Sept. 11. 

The rampage ended when the 
motorist - whom the police 
identified as Sayfullo Saipov, 29 
- smashed into a school bus, 
jumped out of his truck and ran 
up and down the highway wav- 
ing a pellet gun and paintball 
gun and shouting “Allahu Ak- 
bar,” Arabic for “God is great,” 
before he was shot in the ab- 
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domen by the officer. He re- 
mained in critical condition on 
Tuesday evening. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio declared 
the incident a terrorist attack 
and federal law enforcement 
authorities were leading the 
investigation. Investigators 
discovered handwritten notes in 
Arabic near the truck that in- 
dicated allegiance to ISIS, two 
law enforcement officials said. 
But investigators had not uncov- 


ered evidence of any direct or 
enabling ties between Saipov 
and ISIS and were treating the 
episode as a case of an “in- 
spired” attacker, two counter- 
terrorism officials said. 

De Blasio said at a news con- 
ference, “Based on information 
we have at this moment, this 
was an act of terror, and a par- 
ticularly cowardly act of terror 
aimed at innocent civilians.” 

Saipov came to the United 
States from Uzbekistan in 2010, 
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Revised GOP tax plan likely 
keeps property tax deduction 


BY EMILY CADEI 
ecadei@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

House Republicans will unveil 
tax legislation this week that 
likely allows taxpayers to contin- 
ue to write off their property 
taxes, but not their state and 
local income and sales taxes. 

That’s good news for Cali- 
fornia homeowners, who re- 
ceived billions back from the IRS 
in 2015 thanks to the property 
tax deduction. But it’s still far 


payers will lose by no longer 
being able to deduct other state 
and local taxes, which are some 
of the highest in the country. 

According to IRS data, Cali- 
fornians saved roughly $112 
billion by writing off all their 
state and local taxes in 2015. Of 
that, $28 billion came from the 
property tax deduction. Nation- 
ally, that deduction accounted 
for just over one-third of all state 
and local taxes deducted that 
year, according to the Tax Foun- 
dation, a center-right think tank 
in Washington, D.C. 


“framework” unveiled in Sep- 
tember proposed doing away 
with all state and local tax de- 
ductions, as well as most other 
itemized federal deductions 
except for charitable donations 
and mortgage interest. The par- 
ty’s tax writers argued most 
taxpayers will still save money 
thanks to a larger standard de- 
duction and lower rates. Ending 
the deduction would also save 
the federal government $1.8 
trillion over a decade, which is 
crucial for balancing out the 
revenue loss from Republicans’ 


But the proposal alarmed 
House Republicans in high- 
income, high-tax states like New 
York, New Jersey and California, 
who have been furiously nego- 
tiating to save it amid fears of 
political fallout back home. 

The property tax deduction 
was likely preserved because it 
benefits the middle class more 
than other state and local tax 
deductions. That’s because prop- 
erty taxes represent a greater 
share of income for people earn- 
ing less than $500,000 than it 
does for those at the very top of 
the income scale, points out 
Jared Walczak, a senior analyst 
with the Tax Foundation. 

The ratio of property taxes to 
income is particularly high in 
coastal areas of California and 
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